H ow the world communicates and how the nonwovens industry gets its information is changing, and next year the International Nonwovens Journal is changing right along with it. Effective with the March 2001 issue, the INJ will be available only in a digital format.
This advanced version will be available on the INDA website at www.inda.org as a Portable Document File. The PDF format will allow for easy reading and downloading utilizing Adobe Acrobat Reader, a universal software program available for free to anyone who can access the Internet, and isn't that everyone? The online editions will have an identical appearance to the traditional printed issues and each issue will be posted on the website as soon as it is available. INDA and TAPPI will then inform their members and INJ subscribers via email as to its availability. To insure a smooth transition to the new format, INDA and TAPPI will be contacting each INJ subscriber to provide him or her with the necessary access codes before the next issue is published.
Current INDA members can access the Fall 2000 issue online today in order to preview the INJ in the new format. This Winter 2000 issue will also be on the website shortly, and previous issues are also archived; however, issues prior to Fall 2000 are in a hyper linked text format rather than PDF. Note, you will need your INDA user number and password to retrieve the INJ as well as other "member only" portions of the site. (If you don't know your user number and password, contact Ann Pleasants at INDA, 919-232-1210, ext. 120).
The reasons for this change are many fold. All facets of business, especially academia and the research community, are embracing new technologies and new ways of communicating with one another. The global nonwovens community is certainly no exception.
There are big advantages to the online format. First, it provides faster, more direct access and electronic data archive and search capability. It will be possible to perform a "full text" search of all the online INJ issues on the INDA website.
Another great benefit is the easy availability of color. The INJ has always had a color cover; however, the internal content has almost always been black and white. A lone exception was a four-page paper in the Summer 2000 issue, "Quantitative Evaluation of Nonwoven Samples Using DuPont Fiber Identification Stain No. 4 and Microscopy," by Michele Mlynar of Rohm and Haas. This excellent paper would, of course, have had greatly reduced usefulness if special arrangements had not been made for its being printed in color. There have been many other examples where the presentation of graphs and other data would have benefited greatly from the availability of color.
"We have polled our members extensively, both in the universities and research institutions as well as the industry in general, and have found a general acceptance of publishing in a digital format," explained INDA president Ted Wirtz. "The product will be the same, just its delivery different and, we believe, more streamlined." "Each issue of the INJ has been archived on the INDA website for some time now and this is simply taking that process a step further into pure electronic publishing, an advance that is taking place in almost every business today," added Michael Jacobsen, INDA Director of Publications Development. "By making the INJ available in this manner we can expand its scope and make it available to the nonwovens community around the world."
Past Reflections
It has now been two years since the relaunch of the INJ and we are happy to report that the industry response has been highly positive. This response is, of course, quite gratifying to your editors and we continue to seek your input, be they positive or negative.
With this current edition we have now published six issues, two the first year and four this year. In these past two years we have published 39 original papers, mostly peer reviewed technical papers, with a sprinkling of general interest, nonwovens perspective papers to add a little spice. That's 370 pages of nonwovens-related technical information in all. We continue to have a bountiful supply of high-quality technical papers submitted for review and publication, which we feel, affirms the nonwoven industry's need for a high-quality, peer-reviewed technical journal.
Reader submissions of suggested content for the electronic version of the International Nonwovens Journal are always welcome. These contributions can range from a proposed topic and suggested author for a guest editorial, to a patent that should be reviewed or a news item or release that should be summarized for a department such as Emerging Technology Watch. The INJ will continue to move forward, evolve and improve with such input.
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